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On-line Housing Resources
chescoplanning.org/housing



eTools
chescoplanning.org/housing

• Overview
• Benefits

• Implementation process
• Considerations

• Resource links
• Ordinance examples



eTools
Accessory Dwelling 
Units
• Independent secondary 

units

• Typically on single-family 
residential parcels



eTools
Adaptive Reuse

Repurposing buildings for 
viable new uses.

Sharpless Works
West Chester



eTools
Aging in Place

The ability to live in 
one's own home and 
community safely, 
independently, and 
comfortably, regardless of 
age, income, or ability 
level.



eTools
Housing Diversity
• Provision of variety in 

the built form, scale, and 
density of residential 
buildings 

• Able to meet changing 
needs and preferences

Garnet Terrace
South Coatesville



eTools
Housing 
Rehabilitation

Improving and upgrading 
a residential property.

West Chester



eTools
Residential 
Conversions
• Renovating a residence 

into a new or different 
type of residential use

• Typically single-family 
divided into smaller 
apartments

West Chester



eTools
Affordable Housing 
Bonuses
• Can be effective in fostering 

affordably-priced home construction

• Bonus types:
– Increased density allowances
– Allowances for a mixture of housing 

types
– Reduced lot and bulk requirements
– Administrative reductions and fee 

waivers
Montgomery County, PA



eTools
Affordable 
Housing Bonuses
Example
Lower Merion Township –
Montgomery County
In exchange for a covenant that 
runs with the property that 
mandate 10% of the total 
number of units are affordable, 
the bonus provisions allow for:
• A reduction in the amount of 

required parking
• An increase in both building and 

impervious coverages



eTools
Affordable 
Housing Bonuses
Example
Philadelphia
Since 2018, voluntary 
inclusionary housing bonuses 
have generated new affordable 
units as well as over $3 million 
for the city’s Housing Trust 
Fund.

Photo by Melissa Romero



eTools
Affordable 
Housing Bonuses
Example
Pittsburgh
In 2019, Pittsburgh adopted 
mandatory inclusionary zoning 
in the Lawrenceville 
neighborhood.



eTools
Additional eTools coming soon:

Affordable
Housing

Age Restricted
Housing

Mobile Home 
Parks

Mini-homes Universal 
Design



Case Studies
Highlighted projects:
• A Community Approach to 

Affordable Housing – Phoenixville

• Granite Ridge – Kennett Township

• Cedar Woods – Kennett Square

• Hopewell Manor – Elverson

• Green Street Mews – Downingtown

• Westminster Place – Parkesburg

• Liberty House – Schuylkill Township



Housing Opportunities Map
• A starting point for 

searching where diverse 
homes is appropriate

• Shows areas in the 
County where diverse 
housing is allowed by 
municipal zoning

• Municipalities should be 
contacted for further 
details
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